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Data modeling for every

context

Quest Software’s integrated data modeling solutions

The benefits and value of data modeling has not
fundamentally changed. What has changed is
almost everything around it: the teams doing the
work, the environments they operate in, the speed
at which they need to deliver, and what they expect
from their tools.

That shift has not made traditional enterprise data
modeling tools obsolete. It has expanded what data
modeling is being asked to solve. Some modeling
work remains deeply complex, high-stakes, and
precision-dependent. Other modeling work is
highly democratized in cloud-first, cross-functional
environments on short delivery cycles with Al
systems waiting for the output.

You shouldn’t have to choose
different providers for enterprise
modeling depth and modern
cloud agility. Only Quest can
bring you both.

Don’t know which one is right
for you? Increasingly, the answer
to your question may be: BOTH

The most sophisticated data organizations
run hybrid strategies; enterprise tools for
precision and governance, cloud-native tools
for collaboration and semantic alignment
across teams.
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Feature erwin Data Modeler Quest Data Modeler

Conceptual Data Modeling

Logical Data Modeling

Physical Data Modeling

Al Chatbot Assistance X

Al NLP Model Generation

Al File-Based Generation (Excel, image) X

Web Browser Access X

Real-Time Collaboration Via Mart

In-App Global Search Roadmap

Forward Engineering (DDL) select cloud data platforms
Reverse Engineering select cloud data platforms
Scheduled Reverse Engineering X

Complete Compare Lite — Delta Model, limited reports
Report Designer Limited — basic reporting, on roadmap
Reporting & Documentation Output Limited — basic only

Naming Standards Enforcement

Model Validation Rules

Model Versioning (via Mart)

Role-Based Access Control

SSO / SAML Authentication

Git / dbt / YAML Integration

Bulk Editor

Advanced Macros & Custom Scripting

MITI Bridge (170+ sources)

X X X X

Offline Modeling

Cloud Platforms (Snowflake, Databricks,
Fabric)

= Supported Limited = Partial Roadmap = Planned X = Not available
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Choosing the right data
modeler

The right question is not “which tool is better?” It is
actually “what does your data modeling work really
look like? And what does it require?” Here are some
signals that point to the right tool for you.

Traditional erwin Data Modeler may
be better for you if...

e You operate in a regulated industry with
compliance-driven governance requirements

e Your organization has a mature, established
modeling practice with significant investment in
naming standards and model libraries

e Your modeling work is concentrated among expert
practitioners who need maximum depth and
control

e Change management and audit trails are non-
negotiable requirements

e You need support or an extremely wide list
of databases including legacy and mainframe
systems

Quest Data Modeler (on the

Quest Trusted Data Management
Platform) may be better for you if...
e Your team is widespread and works across cloud

platforms like Microsoft Fabric, Databricks and
Snowflake

e Business stakeholders need to participate in the
modeling process, not just receive its outputs

e Building a foundation for semantic consistency is a
higher priority than physical schema precision

e You are investing in Al or ML initiatives that
depend on a consistent, well-governed data
foundation
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¢ Your delivery cadence demands continuous
iteration, rather than sequential design-and-
implement cycles

e Your team includes analytics engineers who
expect tooling that integrates with the rest of the
stack they use, like dbt and Git workflows

A hybrid approach (erwin Data
Modeler + Quest Data Modeler)
may be better for you if...

e You have significant investment in erwin models,
naming standards, and model libraries that you
want to preserve while extending modeling
capabilities to new cloud-based teams and
platforms

e Different teams have different needs - expert
architects who require desktop depth and control,
alongside analytics and data engineers and
business stakeholders who need browser-native
collaboration

e You want to modernize at your own pace, without
a disruptive rip-and-replace transition that
abandons decades of modeling discipline

¢ You need a unified governance foundation model
that spans desktop and cloud and can be brought
together through the Mart repository

About Quest Software

Quest Software creates technology and solutions
that build the foundation for enterprise Al.
Focused on data management and governance,
cybersecurity and platform modernization, Quest
helps organizations address their most pressing
challenges and make the promise of Al a reality.
Around the globe, more than 45,000 companies
including over 90% of the Fortune 500 count

on Quest Software. For more information, visit
www.quest.com or follow Quest Software on

X (formerly Twitter) and LinkedIn.

Explore our solutions —
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